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A QUI industr iul design groduote is
spreoding goodwil l  bock home in (hino.

COMBINING o chi ldhood love of  drowing,  o dreom to become
on ortist ond o possion for scieniific experiments, Dr Choo Zhoo
hos corved out  o remorkoble coreer os on industr io l  designer.
Since groduot ing f rom QUT wirh o phD in industr iq l  design in
2008, the Chinese-not ionol  hos refurned to h is homelond toking
up the inf luent ic l  ro le of  deputy heod of  the lndustr io l  Desiqn
Deportment of Tsinghuo University.

I t  is  th is cross-cul turol  educqt ionol  connect ion thot  sow Dr Zhoo,
pictured inset, receive the inougurol 2OO9 Ausirolion Chinq Atumni
Associotion's Reseorch ond Innovoiion Aword in recognition of the
signi f icont  contr ibut ion he hos mode in h is oreo of  expert ise.

Dr Zhoo hos o decode of  exper ience designing new products
ronging f rom express t ro ins to mobi le phones,  t ime recoroers,
printers, oir-conditioners, fi ngerprint recorders ond biotecnnorogy
instruments.

" l  love every product  which I  hove designed,"  he soid.
"They ore l ike my chi ldren -  every one hos their  own port iculor

cho rocter.
"My fovourite one, I think is the bothroom ceromics desiqn

'Se r ies-e lego nt ' .
" l ts  concept is  inspired by the t rodi t ionol

symbol  of  Chinese cul ture -  bomboo. This design
redefines the concept ond feoture of bothroom
products."

Dr Zhoo soid when emborking on designing o
new product, it wos vitol io engoge in reseorch
from the users' perspective.

" l  bel ieve thot  design reseorch ond proci ice
should involve noi only socio-technicol ospects
but  o lso socio-cul turol  d imensions to be the
dynomic elements,"  he soid.

"These dynomic foctors p loy on importont
ro le to inspire the new design ideos ond l ink the
oesthetics ond technology together.

"Studying in Austrq l io hqs enr iched my cul turol
exper ience.  I  would l ike to te l l  Chinese studenis
who wont to study obrood thot  QUT hos o
unique university volue - it is o university for the
reol  wor ld."

Boosting o wide-scope of product designs
hos led to Dr Zhoo receiv ing numerous cwords
throughout h is coreer inc luding four presi ig ious
Chino Red Stor Design Awords.

" l  just  con' t  bel ieve thot  I  hove been selecied for  th is oword.
I  om shocked ond so thonkful  ond oppreciote th is greot  honour
so much,"  Dr Zhoo soid.
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